
Revd Ro's Reflection on

Easter Day

John 20. 1-18

‘Jesus Christ is risen today, alleluia! our triumphant holy day, alleluia!’

Easter Day is the most important day in the Christian year; it is the day of resurrection. St. Paul says,

‘if Jesus had not been raised then we are of all people most to be pitied, but Jesus was raised.’ It is

worth now reading through the passage from Acts 10. 34-43. In this short passage Peter goes

through the life, message and death of Jesus.  He hails him as, ‘Lord of all’ and says ‘God raised him

on the third day and allowed him to appear.’ That is the key to it all. This is what Jesus has promised

again and again.

It is the resurrection which means that Jesus is God. The raising of Lazarus prefigured the

resurrection but it was so different. Lazarus will die again; he will conform to the human cycle of life.

Not so Jesus, Jesus is God incarnate.

Easter will be different for many of us this year; we may not be able to celebrate in church. I look

back on the many Easters I have enjoyed at our churches. One was particularly memorable, mum

and I were walking down the path to St. Leonard’s to the service of light. It was not daylight yet and

suddenly we heard a lark as if it was heralding the resurrection. In the service as we passed the light

of Christ in the dark church the sun rose and shone through the east window filling the church with

rays of light. The symbolism was obvious. The joy of Easter morning in the Christian Church is

wonderful.

Not so on that first Easter morning. Through Holy Week my Reflections have followed Jesus to the

cross. The disciples have lost their master to a cruel death. Mary the mother of Jesus, Mary

Magdalene, the other women and John had watched his last agony. Now came the emptiness and

desolation.

Jesus lay in the tomb; the women were not allowed to go near on the Sabbath. This Sabbath was a

day of waiting, of desolation. We can only imagine the sadness of his group of followers. As soon as

she could on that first day of the week, ‘while it was still dark’ Mary Magdalene came to the tomb.

Before, all she could do was watch, now she hoped to be able to do something for Jesus, if only

anoint his body. When she got there the stone had been rolled away. Tombs were often hollowed

out of the rock and a groove was cut out of the rock sloping downwards to the entrance. The huge



boulder would be rolled down this to seal the tomb and it would be very hard to roll it up the slope

again.

When she arrived the stone had been rolled away. We can imagine her feeling, ‘What now?’ wasn’t

it enough to kill him, must they now take his body! She did not go in but ran to Simon Peter and

John. John, presumably the younger man, gets to the tomb first but he does not go in. It is Peter, the

impulsive man of action who enters. The description we are given is very specific,

‘He saw the linen wrappings lying there and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head not lying with

the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.’

It is interesting that John and Peter still did not understand. They have heard Jesus say so many

times on the third day he will rise again.  They have not the benefit of hindsight. They are no doubt

still in shock, bewildered. Yet we are told, John ‘believed.’

Once the disciples have gone it is Mary who remains alone ‘weeping’ outside the tomb. Looking into

the tomb she sees two angels, their words, ‘Woman why are you weeping?’ are echoed by the

figure that suddenly stands at the entrance to the tomb.

Her words, ‘They have taken away my Lord and I do not know where they have laid him,’ are full of

desolation. It must have been terrible for her, first the death, now this. Mary turns and she ‘saw

Jesus standing there but she did not know that it was Jesus.’ She mistakes him for the gardener. This

in itself is significant. Adam the first man brought sin into the world in the garden. Jesus vanquishes

sin, he redeems fallen humanity. This is put beautifully in the hymn, ‘Praise to the holiest in the

height. ‘A second Adam to the fight and to the rescue came.’

The fact that Mary does not recognise Jesus has been discussed countless times, why didn’t she

recognise him? The disciples on the Emmaus road only recognise him as he breaks the bread. Is

Jesus’ resurrection appearance different or do people only recognise him when they gain

understanding? One of the simplest and actually most symbolic explanations I heard was from a ten

year old boy. ‘Well if she had been crying and she turns to face Jesus who is silhouetted against the

rising sun she could not have recognised him’

Jesus is the son of righteousness who has risen from the grave and conquered death and sin for us

forever! I think the next words of Jesus are wonderful. He speaks her name. We think back to the

words from Isaiah, ‘Do not be afraid for I have redeemed you. Called you by name, you are mine.’  In

those few seconds the scales are lifted from her eyes and she sees clearly. In that moment, utter

desolation is turned to absolute joy. She knows his voice.

‘She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni’ which means master.’

Jesus has given her back her identity, it is a moment of personal contact and Mary knows this is her

risen Lord. Her immediate impulse is to hold him tight in sheer love and joy never wanting to lose

him again!. There are no words to describe how she feels and the understanding she has. Jesus is

the Messiah, Jesus is God

Jesus' next words seem strange, ‘Do not hold onto me because I have not yet ascended to the

Father.’ He is not rebuffing her affection. No but she cannot cling on to him because he will have to

go on to God. His disciples, his followers will be the ones to continue his work now. There is a new

phase of ministry. For the moment though Jesus is with her and he will appear many times again.

Not as a spirit, but bodily. Remember his words to Thomas; put your hand into my hands and my

side. He eats with the disciples at the lake side. It is a physical body, but Jesus will dictate when and

to whom he appears.



For now Mary is given the most important instruction ever. ‘But go to my brothers and say to them,

‘’I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’’

It is amazing that Jesus chooses a woman as the witness of his resurrection. A woman could not give

evidence in a court of law in that society. Yet Jesus does exactly that.

Her words to the disciples are simple and echo down the ages, rather as Mary’s yes to the Angel

Gabriel does.

‘I have seen the Lord.’ And she told them that he had said these things to her.

Her words must have been greeted with awe, wonder, amazement and bewilderment, with hope

too. Later that day, in the evening in the upper room they too would see their Lord

Throughout this week I have been thinking of Pilate’s words, ‘What is truth?’ This is the truth, Jesus

is alive, his Holy Spirit is with us now and always. Jesus is the truth. All that Jesus did and taught is

God’s truth. There is only one truth. We who are his followers must live by Jesus’ truth which is

enshrined in each one of us. Not the worldly truth of expediency but the utter honestly of God’s

truth which must govern our lives.

Mary returns and tells her truth to the disciple, who for the first time here Jesus calls his ‘brothers.’

We are brothers and sisters of the risen Christ. Jesus brings forth God’s new creation. We are his

Easter people. We who follow him must strive to follow the pattern he gave us, to be people of the

new creation working towards God’s perfected world.

‘Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! Praise to thee by both we giv’n; thee we greet triumphant now;

hail, the Resurrection thou.’ Charles Wesley
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